
 

 

31
st
 December 2015 

 

Ms. Wong Sean Yee, Anissa  

Director of Environmental Protection  

Environmental Protection Department  

Environmental Impact Assessment Ordinance Register Office  

 

By E-mail: reo@epd.gov.hk 

 

Dear Ms. Wong, 

 

Comments on EIA report of Tung Chung New Town Extension 

 

The Conservancy Association (CA) would like to express grave concerns on the captioned EIA 

report. 

 

A. Tung Chung West 

1. Woodland and Fung Shui Wood Loss 

1a. Ecological impacts from polders 

Besides the ecological value of its own, Fung Shui Wood also serves important ecological 

functions to streams nearby. The Fung Shui Woods located on the riparian zone of Tung Chung 

Stream (i.e. Mok Ka and Shek Mun Kap Fung Shui Wood), regulate microclimate and provide 

food to the fish community. It should also be noted that plenty of Parazacco spilurus and 

Acrossocheilus beijiangensis, which is of conservation importance, was found at a certain 

section of Tung Chung stream near Mok Ka (Figure 1). 

 

The project proponent claimed that polders encroachment on Fung Shui Wood would be 

minimized and the polders would be located away from the Tung Chung Stream as far as 

possible so that 0.16 ha loss of Fung Shui Wood from Mok Ka and Shek Mun Kap was 

inevitable (Figure 2). CA do not think the polder near Mok Ka is necessary as the ground level 

of the village is at least 5 to 6m above the stream and the side near the village is already 

protected by concrete vertical embankment. If even this could not alleviate future flooding, CA 

strongly suggests reducing the development intensity or even abandon the development of TCW 
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[e.g. reduce or abandon the development of “Area of TCV-5a”, “Area of TCV-5b” (Figure 3)] so 

that smaller scale or no polder construction would be needed to be carried out in Tung Chung 

West. Then, this could avoid the encroachment of polders on Fung Shui Wood.  

 

1b. Compensation woodland planting 

There would be a total habitat loss of about 18.11 ha of orchards, 5.72 ha of woodland and 0.20 

ha of Fung Shui Wood. The Project proponent planned to compensate the impact by planting on 

about 11 ha land with selected types of plants such as fruit tree species and native tree species. 

However, the EIA report failed to provide enough details on the compensation woodland 

planting such as ratio of fruit trees to other types of trees and number of trees to be planted, to 

demonstrate how the compensation could mitigate the habitat loss in terms of ecological 

function.  

 

Second, the compensation woodland will be maintained by the project proponent (i.e. CEDD) 

for 10 years before handing over to the government (i.e. Lands Department) with 3 years 

monitoring by a qualified botanist. However, it should be noted that 10 years maintaining with 3 

years monitoring would not be enough for forming a new woodland habitat. The audit of this 

compensation woodland should be based on the eventual area of closed-canopy woodland 

formed rather than the area planted. Maintenance funding should be provided until a closed 

canopy woodland is formed. 

 

2. Cultural heritage impact from polders 

It should be noted that polders construction near Mok Ka would encroach the Mok Ka entrance 

gate and its connecting stone wall (Figure 4 and 5), leading the destruction of this valuable 

heritage (Figure 6). It should be noted that polders are built to control flooding because of 

increase in paved area brought by Tung Chung New Town Extension. Therefore, reducing the 

area of Tung Chung West development or even abandon the development of Tung Chung West 

would help to reduce the scale of polders so that polders need not encroach on this heritage. 

 

B. Tung Chung East 

1. Degrade the conservation performance of The Brothers Marine Park and damage 

marine ecosystem 

The location of proposed land reclamation at Tung Chung which was planned to commence in 

2017 was less than 2 km away from the proposed The Brothers Marine Park (designated in late 

2016). During its six years reclamation, mid-2018 and late-2019 would be the peak construction 

period. 42 to 56 construction barges would travel within and around The Brothers Marine Park 

every day. In the worst scenario, the construction of the Tung Chung New Town Development 

Extension will partially overlap with that of the proposed Third Runway, increasing daily 

marine traffic within and around The Brothers Marine Park to as much as 20 vessels, including 



construction barges, high-speed ferries, cargo ships and fishing boats. This huge volume of 

marine traffic would severely disturb marine life within and around Brothers Marine Park and 

discourage Chinese White Dolphins which are sensitive to noise and water quality, from 

returning to this once important habitat. Moreover, it will degrade the conservation performance 

of The Brothers Marine Park which was designated to compensate the environmental impact 

from the construction of Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge. 

 

2. Feasibility of untried mitigation remains doubtful 

In order to compensate the significant environmental impact from reclaiming 140 ha of land to 

Chinese White Dolphins, the project proponent only proposed to construct an ecological 

coastline which is an untried measure in Hong Kong, to compensate the impact. CA opined that 

it was non-considerate and unacceptable as Chinese White Dolphins was a species with high 

conservation importance. This mitigation should be tested before adopting it in this EIA report. 

 

3. Request for proper mitigation 

The project proponent should implement the following measures to mitigate and compensate for 

the development impact to marine life, especially Chine White Dolphins, before the project 

commences. 

 

First, the project’s construction barges should be barred from the proposed The Brothers Marine 

Park. Second, the project proponent should designate waters off Tai O in west Lantau as a 

Marine Park by 2019 to make up for reclamation-induced habitat loss since recent research has 

revealed that it is the prime dolphin habitat now. This new Marine Park can connect four 

others – Sha Chau and Lung Kwu Chau, The Brothers, SW Lantau and the vicinity of proposed 

Third Runway – creating a marine protected area network for the dolphins. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Leung Tak Ming 

Campaign Officer 

 

  



Figure 1 Parazacco spilurus and Acrossocheilus beijiangensis in Tung Chung Stream 

 

 

Figure 2 Location of Fung Shui Wood which would be removed by polders 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Figure 3 Habitat Map overlaid with land zoning in Tung Chung West (Southern Half, Part 1), 

extracted from the EIA report of Tung Chung New Town Extension 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4 and 5  Photos of Mok Ka entrance gate and its connecting wall  

 

TCV-5a 

TCV-5b 



 

 

Figure 6 Location of Mok Ka entrance gate and its connecting wall which would be broken by 

polders (circled in red) 

 

 

 

 


